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Triad Attains Federal Ozone Standards

A press conference will be held on Monday, March 17, 2008 at 2:00 pm at the Kernersville Town Hall front entrance by the Triad Early Action Compact (EAC) Stakeholders Group.

Chairman of the EAC Stakeholders Group and Winston-Salem City Council member Dan Besse will announce that the Triad Air Quality Early Action Compact was successful in attaining federal ozone standards by December 31, 2007.   The EPA has issued a press release regarding the attainment of federal standards by North Carolina Early Action Compact areas, and will publish an official notice in the Federal Register at a later date.  In addition to Besse, other elected officials serving on the EAC Stakeholders Group are: Sandy Carmany, former Greensboro City Council member, who served as vice chair, Chris Jones, Village of Clemmons Council member, and Talmadge Baker, Asheboro City Council member.


EPA designated 8 counties Guilford, Forsyth, Alamance, Davidson, Randolph, Rockingham, Caswell and Davie as exceeding EPA standards for ozone levels.  Three other counties, Stokes, Surry and Yadkin voluntarily joined the EAC. 
- more   -

Designation as a non-attainment area has substantial negative impacts on economic development, including lengthy permitting requirements, difficulty in industrial recruitment, review and emissions limits for new industries, and potential loss of federal transportation funds.  The Early Action Compact was an option made available by EPA to areas not meeting the ozone standard. The Triad area organized 11 counties and more than 25 municipalities (one of the nation’s largest EAC areas) and applied by December 2002.  The Triad EAC Stakeholders Group developed and monitored strategies to ensure attainment of the standard by the December 2007 deadline.  Strategies included major capital projects to reduce emissions at the Duke Power plant in Stokes County, on-going measures such as inspection for car tail pipe emissions, local initiatives such as replacing aging public fleet vehicles with cleaner and more efficient ones, and long-term strategies such as planning for and promotion of pedestrian and bicycle friendly communities.

“We’re delighted to meet our clean air goals under the Early Action Compact,” said Besse.  “Our more than 40 participating local governments, as well as our private partners, deserve credit for taking part.  We have made a good start for a cleaner air future.”


Due to the success of their efforts, the Triad EAC has met its obligation to EPA, but the Stakeholders Group will continue in a regional advocacy role for clean air and energy efficiency and conservation.   
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